This book resulted from a symposium on gastroenteritis viruses held at the Novartis Foundation in 2000. It provides up-to-date scientific information on viruses causing gastroenteritis from leading investigators in the field. The book has an excellent introduction by Mary K. Estes, outlining compelling reasons for such a symposium---recent advances in molecular biology, viral-host interaction, and vaccine development. Detailed papers on the specific viruses follow. The majority focus on rotaviruses, including pathogenicity, epidemiology, vaccine development, and analyses of vaccine-related problems, including the putative association with intussusception in children.

Individual chapters on caliciviruses and on astroviruses analyze molecular biology and molecular epidemiology. Single chapters summarize coronaviruses and toroviruses, viral diarrhea in AIDS, and treatment of gastroenteritis virus diarrhea.

As this was a symposium, a discussion followed each paper, and this is reprinted in the text, with well-known authorities commenting and occasionally having a lively dialogue. This makes it a more interactive and interesting book, though the level of detail can be formidable.

I liked the format of the book; it is well illustrated. I admit I was not able to read it completely, as the level of technical detail is most suitable for active investigators in the field. The introduction and summing up by Dr. Estes were, for me, the most rewarding.

This book is recommended for those with a serious interest in virology and those looking for areas for future study in this field.
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